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Editorial Note . 

No. 1. 

T HE year nineteen hundred an d sixteen is now w ith us, a year 
carrying within its f uture the m ost t r em endous possibilities 
for our Empire, a year in wh ich by continuance of firm and 

steady effort we are, we h ope, to compass the overthrow of one of 
the most powerful engines of destruction ever pitted against ideals 
of right, ani out of its ruin to huild a lasting peace. 

Officers, past studen ts and m em bers of this Polytechnic are 
bearing their part in this great struggle, m any in actual military 
duty, and many oth ers in the preparation of those engines and 
materials of war which speed the soldier to success. 

We appear then with this new venture at a time of small event 
at home, at a time when do mestic activity has had to give way to 
the call of public duty . We appear as a means of intercourse 
between those who w ork at home, those who are yet too young to 
take their place in the fight, and those w h o in the field of danger 
for their King and Countr y bravely face the foe. 

We wish to become a record of all those happenings which go to 
make our life, to become a link between th e m any parts of our 
body corporate, to join departments in all matters of general 
interest for our common good. We sh all h ope soon to establish a 
staff of correspondents who will each cover some particular sphere 
of Polytechnic doings, .and from whom we sh ould r eceive for each 
issue a goodly parcel. But there m ay still be much that will 
escape their gathering net. We want your h elp, the help of every 
student and of every member who can sen d us even the smallest 
paragraph or personal n ote. By th e use of many eyes and of 
many ears we shall succeed . 

We must have of your very best to make this, our Magazine, a 
reality, an essential and n ecessary som ething which everyone in 
the Polytechnic shall feel cannot be d one without. Only by the 
support of all can we reach this end. 

It is intended for the presen t to have one issue only in each 
term, but with the hoped-for su pport it should be possible before 
long to increase this perhaps t o one per m onth. 

In our new buildings, wi th their greater space and added 
comfort, we shall have opportu nities such as the older members 
have long looked for almost to despair. Let us make the best and 
fullest use of them. We are of age, we are coming into our own. 
Let us, united as one body, stand before the world for what we are 
meant to be-a health-giving centre for all that is best in life. 
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A Foreword. 

"I will not stop to find the b1·oken threads 
I will weave." ' 

OUR .wo~ld is at the threshold of a new era and there is exhilara
tion In the knowledge. When war came-so startlingly for 
most of us-the old fabric which had, we now se~ been 

thinning for so long was roughly torn and we stood afraid. ' 
The broken threads are for the old to find and use as best they 

may. Youth has the new strong yarn and he must weave skil
fully and patiently. Then the new stuff will stand again the test 
of countless years.-H.E. 

The Magazine. 

THE re-introduction o{ a Magazine into the life of the Poly-
11 tech?-ic . is .evidence, if such were necessary, that our 

I~stitutwn IEi to be fully and completely equipped with 
everythmg that makes for efficiency. So varied are the interests 
in the "Poly."-to use a name which has eadeared itself to 
thousands.o£ old stude?-~s and members during the past 25 years 
or more-It would be httle short of neglect if this essential had 
been further overlooked or delayed. 

Possibly. the!e may be soD?-e who do not recognise the import
ance of this aid to our Institute life, but the medium which a 
regularly issued Magazine affords for inter-communication be
~ween the various s~ctions, for awakening and maintaining mutual 
Interests, for recording events and successes, and likewise failures, 
should soon make all look upon it as an essential need. 

Glancing back along the line of effort which has alreadv been 
traver~ed by former Magazines, one cannot ignore the good derived 
nor fail to regret the great gap in continuity. 

Our earliest publication of this kind was an inset sheet in the 
Magazine of the Regent Street Polytechnic. This was followed 
by an effort on the part of our Athletic Club-one issue only-a 
sm~ll hectograph, dated J nne 30th, 1894. Following upon this a 
series of weekly papers, unpublished, were read and afterwards 
discussed in the Athletic Club Room, but no further publication 
of an o~cial nature took place until August 28th, 1896, when a 
new series of the Woolwich Polytechnic Magazine made its 
appearance. 

"Institute Gossip,"" Gymnasium Notes,"" Athletic Club Notes,'' 
"Chess and Draughts Club," and the doinas of other Societies 
information relating to the Science and Technical Classes, paper~ 
read to the Engineering and Natural History Societies, besides 
specially contributed matter of both light and serious character 
from individual members, helped to make each issue looked 
forward to and enjoyed by members, students and their friends. 

ln welcoming this new v~nture, there is one special point which 
should be borne in mind. It is possible to be too conservative. 
Its pages must not become the monopoly of a few willing workers. 
Every member and student must bring themselves t o realise that 
it is their Journal, and that its pages should be occupied and. 
brightened by their own particular efforts. Each must realise that 
it is a duty in this way to " do his (or her) bit" in this essential 
part of "Poly." life, and, finally, that it is an equal duty to see 
that there grows an ever-increasing circle of readers. In this way 
we must make it so that we shall never again have to deplore the 
discontinuance of the Woolwich Polytechnic Magazine.-T.W.H. 

Our Roll of Honour. 

THE following statement of names and particulars of those 
serving with the King's forces has been kindly supplied by 
students and members and their relativ~s. It is desired to 

make a final statement as complete as possible, and a supplement
ary list will therefore be issued of any additional names or 
particulars received. At the end of the war, it is hoped that a 
permanent record will be placed in some conspicuous position 
within the Polytechnic building. 

t Killed itz Acti01t. *Died of Wounds. 
i Dwwtzed. § Wou1zded. 

**Died from Illness. 
II Missing. 

Barry, P. L. 
Day, G. H. A. 
Dunger, H. C. 
Frier, G . D. 
Honeybourne, H. C. 
Jackson, W. . .. 
Limbourne, C. W. 
Mann, H. L. 
Naylor, A. J. 
Otto, C. A. 
Rich!!.rds, T . W. 
Rowlerson, G . A. 
Sisley, H. J. 
Wadsworth, T •... 

S 'l'AFF. 

Lance-Corporal, Queen Victoria's Rifles. 
Serg t. Instructor, Artists' Rifles. 
Staff Sergt ., Army Ordnance Corps. 
Riflem an, 2oth County of London. 
Captain, 2oth County of London. 
Q.- M. Serg t., King's Royal Rifles. 
Sapper, Electrical Division, Royal E ngineers. 
Sapper , Electrical Division, Royal Engineers. 
Captain, Royal Arm y Medical Corps. 
Sapper, Royal Engineers. 
Sergeant, Army Service Corps. 
Sergeant, 1oth Devonshires. 
Gunner, Royal Horse Artillery. 
Sapper, Electrical Division, Royal Engineers. 

STUDENTS AND MEMBERS. 

Adamson, W. T ... . 
Adams, G. E. J . .. . 
Adams, R. E. 

*Allan, M. H. 
Allen, S .... 
Anderson, E. J . 
Apps, L. E. T. 

iAtkins, J .... 

IIBailey, W. V. 
Baker, G. L. 

Private, Motor Transport, Army Service Corps 
Lance-Corporal, I sth County of London. 
Private, London Rifle Brigade. 
Corporal, London Scottish. 
Staff.Sergeant, Intelligence Corps. 
Gunner, Royal Field Artillery. 
Driver, Army Service Corps . . 
Able Seaman, H. M.S. "Hogue," 

Private, 5th Wiltshires. 
Corporal, Royal Field Artillery. 
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Baldwin, W. G. 
Barker, H. C. J. 
Bass, vV. G. 
Bateman, E. A. 
Beale, A .... 
Bell, E. W. 
Bird, W. . .. 

**Bird, H. C. 
Bird, G. W. 
Bishop, H. E. 
Blackwell, G. D .... 
Bowyer, A. H. 
Brooker, R. 
Brown, H. G. 
Buck, A .... 
Bullock, T. 
Burton, C. E. . .. 
Buckeridge, C. F. 

Cass, R. 
*Cavey, S. 
Chapman, B. 
Charman, J. W. 
Chell, R . A. 
Clayton, J. R. 
Clover, W. 
Calcutt, T. M. .. . 
Collinson, R. W . ... 
Crow, J. . .. 
Cunis, V. W. 

Dickinson, A. 
Dickson, G. 
Downey, A. 
Drake, A. G. 

+Drake, R.N. 
Draper, F. W. 
Draper, M. 
Drury,J. W. 
Dymott, A. 
Dymott, H. C. 

Eastwood, S. H. . . 
Ellis, G. E . 

Farley, B .... 
Flood, T. A. 
Flood, C . .. . 
Foreman, E. J. 
Foster, E. W. 
Fry, H. C . . . 

t ·Gardiner, A. L. 
Gifford, H. A. 
Gilham, C. . .. 
Gladman, G. H .... 
Godwin, J. H. . .. 
Goodey, C. W. F. 
Goodger, H. G. . .. 
Gregory, A. J. C .. . . 

Hancock, E. V. 
Harris, G. M. 
Higgins, H. R. 
Higgs, L. J. 
Higgs, T. G. 
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Private, 5th Royal Sussex. 
Corpo.ral, South Rhodesian Volunteers. 
2nd Lieutenant, General Headquarters' Staff 
Co:poral, 8th Service Norfolks. [M.E.F: 
Dnver, Arm~ Service Corps. 
Sergeant-MaJor, Royal Engineers. 
Gunner, 8th London Howitzer. 
Bluejacket, Royal Naval Division. 
Corporal, Royal West Kent Regiment. 
Corpo~al, Royal E ngineers. 
2nd Lteutell:ant, Northumberland Fusiliers. 
De~patch Rtder, R&yal Engineers. 
Pr~vate, Motor Transport, Army Service Corps 
Pnvate, Hants. Prov. Batt. 
Corporal, Divisional Engineers. 
Lc.e.-Crpl., 2nd County of London Yeomanry. 
Pnvate, Army Ordnance Corps. 
Corporal, 2nd London Division Artillery. 

Air Mechanic, No, I. 
Corporal, Australian Imperial Force. 
Sapper, 1st Canadian Signallers. 
Pnvate, Army Service Corps. 
1st Lieutenant, 10th Essex'Regiment. 
Lance-Corporal, nth East Lanes. 
Driver, Army Service Corps. 
Sapper, Royal Engineers. 
Sapper, Royal Engineers. 
Banus_man, 2oth County of London. 
2nd Lieutenant, Royal Horse Artillery. 

Gunner, Brigade Field Artillerv. 
Li~utenaut, Middlesex Regiment. 
Pnvate, Royal Garrison Artillery. 
Rifleman, 21st County of London. 
Rifleman, 2 rst County of London. 
Lieut~nant, Army Ordnance Department. 
2nd Lteutena?t, Royal Garrison Artillery. 
Se~geant-MaJor, 2oth London Regiment. 
Pn vate, Motor Transport, Army Service Corps 
Bombardier, 2nd London Brigade. 

Sergeant, Army Service Corps. 
Trooper, West Kent Yeomanry. 

Staff-Sergeant, Armament Artificer, A.O.C. 
Private, Royal West Kent. 
Despatch Rider, R.F.C. 
Corporal 'Vheeler, Army Service Corps. 
Signaller, Royal Field Artillery. 
2nd Lieutenant, Royal West Kent. 

Rifleman, Queen's Own. 
Driver, Army Service Corps. 
Sapper, Royal Engineers. 
Private, Rifle Brigade. 
Bombardier, 27th Division Ammunition Col. 
2nd Class Air Mechanic, R.N.A.S. 
Gunner, Royal Field Artillery. 
Corporal, Royal Engineers. 

Sergeant, Royal Field Artillery. 
Private, 15th London Regiment. 
Driver, Royal Field Artillery. 
Gunner, 8th Loudon Howitzer. 
Driver, Royal Field Artillery. 

Hoare, H. G. 
Horne, G. T. 
Horton, J . ... 
Howes, H. G. 
Humphreys, E. W. H .... 
Hutchinson, J. 

Ibbotson, R. 

Jennings, J. 
Jones, G. H. 
Jones, ,;v, ... 
Joslin, G. A. 

Keesey, W. M. 
Kidd, P. W. 
Killeen, L. W. 
Kirby, A. J. 
Knight, S. G. 
Knowles, P. 

Lamprey, R. H . B. 
Langham, F. S . 
Laws, A. T. 
Lee, E. J ... . 
Leeds, P . . .. 
Lindow, D. K. 
Lindow, E. 
Lyon, F. W. 

Macdonald, E. G. 
Malachowski, A. V. 
Mathews, G. A. 
McCauley, W. 
Medlen, C. K. 
Messent, L . W. 
Millard, J. E. 
Mitchell , B. G. 
Mittell, B. E. G .. . . 

§Morsley, H. V. .. . 
Moth, P .... 
Mounteney, W. S . 
Mutimer, C. 
Murphy, H. P. . .. 

tMyles, J .... 

Nightingale, H .... 
Norris, S. F. 

Ockenden, G. A .... 
O'Malley, G. C. 

Page, A. 
Page, G. R. J. 
Pain, H. 
Palmer, J. G. 
Parkinson, W. L. 
Perry, C. B. 
Pheazey, J. R. 
Pollock, A. 
Poulter, M. 
Price, E. H. 

Rankin, D. 
Rankin, T. K. 
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1st Lieutenant, Army Service Corps. 
Corporal, Army Service Corps. 
Air Mechanic. 
Sapper, Royal Engineers. 
Gunner, Royal Field Artillery. 
Private, Army Service Corps. 

Air Mechanic. 

Private, Army Service Corps. 
Private, Army Service Corps. 
Bombardier, Royal Field Artillery. 

1st Lieutenant, Royal Engineers. 
Lieutenant, Army Service Corps. 
Sapper, Royal Engineers. 
L ance-Corporal, wth East Surrey. 
Sapper, London Electrical Engineers. 
Corporal, Divisional Engineers. 

Private, 2oth London. 
Corporal, London Electrical Engineers. 
Sapper, Royal Engineers. 
Private, Royal West Surrey. 
Driver, Honourable Artillery Company. 
Private, Australian Imperial Force. 
Lieutenant, Royal Army Medical Corps. 
Army Ordnance Corps. 

Trooper, 7th Dragoon Guards. 
Gunner, Royal Artillery. 
Conductor, Army Ordnance Corps. 
2nd Lieutenant, Royal Field Artillery. 
2nd Lieutenant, Royal Field Artillery. 
Sergeant Wheeler, 21st County of London. 
Sergeant, Worcester Regiment. 
Army Service Corps. 
Sergeant-Major, Royal Engineers. 
Corporal, 2oth County of London. 
Armament Sergeant-Major, A.O.C. 
Lieutenant, Royal Garrison Artillery. 
Rifleman, London Rifle Brigade. 
2nd Lieutenant, 9th Lincoln. 
Corporal, 8th Norfolk. 

Royal Horse Artillery. 
Corporal, Royal Engineers. 

Corporal, 12th County of London. 
Gunner, Royal Field Artillery. 

Corporal, 1st Royal Warwick. 
Gunner, Royal Field Artillery. 
2nd Lieutenant, Indian Army Reserve. 
Sergeant, Royal Army Medical Corps. 
Private, 2nd Border Regiment. 
Gunner, Royal Field Artillery. 
Corporal, 1st West Kent Yeomanry. 
E ssex Yeomanry. 
Sapper, Royal Engineers. 
Private, R oyal Army Medical Corps. 

Private, Motor Transport, Army Service Corps 
Armourer Sergeant, Army Ordnance Corps. 



Riden, A. F. 
Ridewood, 0. 
Robinson, T. W. J. 
Robshaw, A. G. 
Rogulski, A. 

*Rowe, D. W. 
Rowe, H. P. 

Savage, S. G. V .... 
Scantlebury, L. A. 
Shaw, F. Maltby 
Shrewsbury, E. ··· 
Shipp, S. G. 
Sketchley, G. H. A. 
Smart, H. C. 
Smith, M. C. 
Sparey, P .... 

tStanley, G. T. 
Stear, E. G. 
Stephens, H. W. G. 
Stopher, A. C. 

Taylor, B. C. 
Taylor, H . G. 
Thompson, R. F. 
Towlson, A. 

Usherwood, W. G. 

Vernon, S. 
Vigneaux, D. 

Wadman, J. H. 
§Walter, J. A. 
§Walter, W. S. 
Webber, S. T. 
Weeks, G. A. 
Wells, L. W. 
Wernham, H. J .... 
White, C. W. 
Wilkinson, F. F .. . . 
Wilson, W. J. 
Winter, H. 
Winter,-. 

tWilliams, A. 
Williams, H. 
Williams, S. H . 
Williams, S. T. 
Williams, W. 
Wilson, L. 
Witcher, J. C. 
Wolfe, J. A. 
Woolgar, H. 
Wright, A. 
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Driver, Royal Field Artillery. 
Royal Field Artillery. 
Private, Royal Army Medical Corps. 
A/c Q.-M. Sergeant, 2oth County of London. 
Corporal, Army Service Corps. 
Private, Royal Army Medical Corps. 
Corporal, West Kent Yeomanry. 

Lance-Corporal. Army Service Corps. 
Lance-Corporal, Royal West Kent. 
Staff-Sergeant, Army Ordnance Corps. 
Air Mechanic, Royal Flying Corps. 
Rifleman, Civil Service Rifles. 
Trooper, City of London Yeomanry. 
Driver, Army Service Corps. 
Private, Army Ordnance Corps. 
Captain, Army Ordnance Corps. 
Attendant, H. M.S." Hawke." 
Royal Field Artillery. 
Gunner, Roval Field Artillery. 
2nd Lieutenant, Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 

Corporal, Royal West Kent Regiment. 
Sergeant, Army Service Corps. 
Corporal, Royal Engineers. 
Sapper, Royal Engineers. 

Gunner, Royal Field Artillery. 

rst Lieutenant, Army Ordnance Department 
Gunner, 8th Loudon Howitzer. 

Sapper, London Electrical Engineers. 
Sapper, Royal Naval Division. 
Sapper, Royal Naval Divisi ')n. 
Lance-Corporal , Army Pay Corps. 
BomDardier, Royal Field Artillery. 
Bombardier, Royal Field Artillery. 
2nd Lieutenant, 2nd Lanes. 
Sapper, Royal Engineers. 
Gunner, 8th London Howitzer. 
Private, l\1 otor Transport, Army Service Corps 
Private, Army Service Corps. 
Fitter, Royal Field Artillery. 
Corporal, 6th Batt. The Buffs. 
Lance-Corporal, London Scottish. 
Private, Army Ordnance Corps. 
Private, Army Ordnance Corps. 
Royal Field Artillery. 
Capt., Motor Transport, Army Service Corps 
Fitter, Army Ordnance Corps. 
Lance-Corporal, Artny Ordnance Corps. 
Lance-Corporal, Ro:yal Engineers. 
Army Service Corps. 
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THOSE WHO HAVE FALLEN. 

11 They still fighting with us urge us to fight on." 

~attbew 'lb. !Ulan, who died of wounds in France on Septem
ber 28th 1915, entered the Polytechnic as a student in the 
Evening' Classes in September, 1909, continuing his studies 
until the outbreak of the war, when he joined the London 
Scottish, and was made a Corporal in "A" Company. His 
platoon commander writes : "H~ was ~ery keen and sure, .a 
fine N.C.O.; and on September 2~th, his management of his 
men, his coolness and, above all, his cheering wit, were 
wonderful. He was a fine, fearless fellow, and one whose 
loss I and all who knew him feel very deeply." 

Jantes Rthtns who was drowned whilst serving as Able Seaman 
on H.M.S. '~Hogue," was a student of the Evening Classes of 
the Polytechnic from September, 1912, to .April, 1914. 

l!)tncent 'Wl. :tSaile}? who was serving with H.M. forces in the 
Dardanelles, and ~as officially reported " Missing " on August 
lOth 1915 entered the Polvtechnic as an evening student in 
Sept~mhe;, 1913. ., 

bent}? CI. l3irb, who, at the Dardanelles, died in hospital of 
Enteric, entered the Polytechnic as a pupil of the Secondary 
School in 1902. In 1906 he entered the Arsenal as a trade 
lad and, after passing through the four years' course, con
tinued as an evening student until his enlistment on the 
outbreak of the war. 

Sibne}? <Ia\?e}?, who died of wounds in hospital at West Mudr~s, 
entered the Polytechnic as a pupil of the Secondary School1n 
September, 1897. 

Rrcbibalb 1. Gar()iner, who was killed in action in France on 
November 9th, 1915, entered the Polytechnic as a pupil of the 
Junior Technical School in January, 1914-, and, upon com
pleting the course and obtaining an appoi_ntme~t in the 
Arsenal, joined the Evening Classes. He enlisted In March, 
1915. 

3-obn ID}?Ies, who was killed in action in France. on October 4t?, 
1915, entered the Polytechnic as an ~vemng student In 
September, 1911, continuing his studies until his enlistment 
on the outbreak of war. 

Blfreb 'Wltlliams who was killed in action in Belgium on July 
12th, ] 915, ent~red the Polytechnic as a pupil in the Secon
dary School in January, 19.07. 



THE CALL. 

OH, peaceful English homesteads, 
So quiet and so free ! 

Oh, great and mighty England, 
The mistress of the sea. 

Would ye, her men, be cowards, 
And would ye let her fall ? 

Arise and be ye ready, 
And for her sake give all. 

Restore the peace we long for
Nor let the tyrant reign

Where freedom, love and honour 
Should banish strife and pain. 

So, men ! uphold your colours, 
Our dear red, white and blue ; 

Our glorious name shall never 
Be borne by hearts untrue. 

And peace shall come with gladness, 
Our England still shall be 

The queen of worldly empires. 
And mistress of the sea. 

-M.W. 

Polytechnic Notes. 

I 

W E were pleased to see the names of two of our Governors 
among the recipients of the New Year Honours. Mr. J. T. 
.La Brooy, Chairman of the Governors, was appointed a 

Compamon of the Bath, and Mr. Wm. Crooks, M.P., was appointed 
a Member of the Privy Council. 

* * * * * 
With our Governor-the Rector of Woolwich, the Rev. A. M. 

Pickering-~e woul~ desire to express our since~est sympathy in 
the loss of his son, Lieutenant B. H. PickerinO' who on December 
1st, 191;), died in a German hospital of wo;_~ds r~ceived in the 
battle of Loos. Lieutenant Pickering was only eighteen years of age. 

* * * * * 
A cast in low relief presenting the head and shoulders of Mr 

Quintin Hogg, has been given to the Polytechnic by Mrs. Quinti~ 
H~gg: and ~as ?een placed in the vestibule of that part of the 
bmldmg w h1eh IS left of the original Woolwich Polytechnic In
stitute, founded in 1890 by Mr. Quintin Hogg and his friends. 

* * * * 
Our recreation ground and pavilion have been taken bv the War 

Office, under the Defence of the Realms Act, in orde1: to make 
additional railway sidings for the Royal Arsenal. 11he Governors 
are making efforts to secure a new site. 

J 

I 
I 
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The annual dinner of the Athletic Club was fixed for Saturday, 
January 29th, and was held at the Polytechnic. 

* * * * * 
'rhe Wiseman and Withers Exhibition has been awarded to 

Lawrence A. Love, who entered the Polytechnic as a trade lad in 
September, 1909. After completing the four years' course, he to?k 
up special Day Classes during session 1913-14, and succeeded 1n 
gaining a L.C.C. Scholarship, with which he proceeded to the 
Imperial College of Science and Technology. He has also been 
awarded a Whitworth Exhibition. Mr. Love ia at present em
ployed as a draughtsman in the Royal Arsenal, and will not take 
up his Exhibition until after the war. 

* * * * * 
The Penfold Gold Medal has been awarded to Harry B. Brown, 

who entered the Polytechnic as a trade lad in September, 1911. 
He completed the fourth year of the course in session 1914-15, 
and was successful in obtaining a L.C.C. Scholarship. 

* * * * * 
The following are to be congratulated for having gained L.C.C. 

Science Scholarships, which, however, they will not take up until 
the end of the war :-

John B. Holbrook, who entered the Polytechnic as a trade lad 
in September, 1911, and completed the fourth year of the course in 
session 191!-15 ; 

James A. Newcombe. who entered the Evening Classes of the 
Polytechnic in session 1912-13, and passed the London Matricu
lation Examination. He is registered as an internal student of the 
London Univereity ; 

Reubl3n Such, who entered the Polytechnic as a trade lad in 
session 1911-12, and c0mpleted the fourth year of the course in 
session 1914-15 ; 

And the following for having won Art Scholarships:-
Charles Boon, who entered the School of Art as a full-time day 

student in September, 1912, and in 1913-14 gained a L.C.C. Evening 
Exhibition ; 

Josephine E. D. Elder, who entered the School of Art as a full
time day student in September, 1913. 

* * * * * 
During the session 1914-15, the following day students of the 

Commercial School completed their training and started their 
business life :-W. Bridges, 0. Mitchell, E. Newcombe, D. 
Whybrow, B. Chance, E. Rowell, M. Rowell, J. Scott, .M. Mansell, 
M. Smith, G. Keller, F. Small, L. Broom, H. Herrmgshaw, F. 
Jarman, I. Ramsay, W. Wright and M. Waterman. It is hoped 
that all will find ways of maintaining their connection with the 
Polytechnic. 
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War Belief Fmtds. 

S UMS placed in the box at the main entrance have been dis
tributed as under:-

National Relief Fund 
Belgian Relief Fund 
Belgian Technical Teachers 
For Relief in Belgium 
Comforts for Soldiers 
Tobacco 
Christmas Pudding 
Navy 
Queen Mary's Work for Women 
Red Cross (Serbian) 
N.U.'l\ War Aid Fund 
R.S.P.C.A. Blue Cross 
Blinded Soldiers 
Prisoners of War in Germany 

£ s. - d. 
10 19 0 
30 10 0 
1 0 0 
2 1 0 
4 10 6 
1 2 6 

19 6 
1 8 6 

17 0 
2 5 0 
7 15 0 
1 6 0 
1 0 0 

5 0 

£65 19 6 

'fHE AR'f SCHOOL. 

L IKE most ~hings nowadays, the School of Art 
Is suffermg from the War ; to do their part 
'fhe masters and the students one bv one 

Are going where there's war-work to be d .. one. 
Some join the Army~ some to factory go 
To make munitions,-presents for the foe ! 
But though, through this, so many are not here, 
The actual school has grown in size; for where 
A science lecture-room, in years gone past 
There stood, now stands a new" .A.ntique" room. Fast 
'l'he students took ad vantage of this space, 
For, in the Art School, 'tis the only place 
'fhat's warm enough for work. But understand 
We are indeed a happy little band 
In spite of all this coldness, and, though chill, 
We're optimists at heart, and hope on still 
For warmer painting and embroidery rooms, 
Though far ahead this needed comfort looms. 

-ANON. 
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MAXIMS. 

Careful study brings its own reward. 
Only those who persevere can hope to succeed. 
Method is essential in business. 
Moments should never be wasted. 
Errors should always be acknowledged. 
ftesol ve to become master of your profession. 
Cultivate punctuality-it will pay you. 
Ideals can be attained even in business. 
Always work to the best of your ability. 
Leave nothing to chance. 

Slow and sure wins the race. 
Common sense is a valuable asset. 
Hurry and bustle do not always mean" success." 
Opportunities come to those who are prepared. 
Over and above all be thorough. 
Life is one long education. 

-S.C. 

"1 ke skies they were ashett and sober, 
Tke leaves tkey were crisped and sere."-E. A. Poe. 

CHANSON D'AUTOMNE. 

LE ciel est gris, les toits sont ~ris, 
Et il pleut, en hachures grises, 
Les passereaux, au sein des brises, 

Ci et la cherchant des abris, 
Le ciel est gris, les toits sont gris, 
Et voiles de hachures grises. 

D'un platane au feuillage mort 
Girent dans l'air les feuilles mortes, 
Se blottissant contre les portes, 
So us le fouet des brises dn Nord. 
D'un platane au feuillage mort 
Girent dans l'air les feuilles mortes. 

Perdu dans un reve transi, 
Je frissonne, l'ame transie, 
Guettant au ciel une eclaircie 
Qui joure un pen mon creur aussi. 

Perdu dans un reve transi, 
Je frissonne, l'ame transie. 

-M.E.J.G. 
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WILD NATURE'S WAYS. 

Lecture by Mr. R. Kearton. 
{ 

T HIS lecture, the first of a series ~rr~nged by the .Governors, 
was given on Decem her 9th, 191;), 1n the GymnasiUm before 
the staff and students of all branches of the Polytechnic. 

The lecturer was introduced by Mr. Grinling, who said that he 
knew Mr. Kearton better than he knew most of the audience, 
although he had never seen him before, because he had read so 
many of his fascinating books. 

Mr. Kearton then commenced his lecture by saying that twenty
five years ago he set out with the idea of getting good illustrations 
for natural history books, the engravings of which were generally 
very deceiving. To prove his point he showed three pictures of 
robins. The first two were taken from natural histories of last 
century, the third was from a photograph taken by himself, and 
the difference between this and the other two was most striking. 

Two slides were next thrown on the screen, showing the same 
group of daisies, one at daybreak with the flowers all asleep, and 
the other some hours later with them all spread out and wide 
awake. 

Then to the hiding of eggs. Some eggs are made to match the 
surroundings where they are laid and we were shown photographs 
of plovers and other eggs in their natural positions. 

The young lapwing ·or peewit is covered with a down that 
matches the ground so that when it crouches down it is hard to 
see. Also, to make it more difficult to be detected, it has a white 
ring round its throat which makes it look like two separate 
patches. To illustrate this point further a picture was shown in 
which a young curlew was hiding in the corner of an old wall, 
watching its enemy from a chink. 

The next group of slides was very instructive and consisted of 
daily photographs of a baby blackbird after leaving the shell. 
The most striking point was the quickness with which the wings 
developed. 

We were shown that a bird will sometimes feed the nestlings of 
another species, . a robin being photographed just as he had fed 
some young thrushes whose parents were away. 

Mr. Kearton had many fine photographs of the Gannet or Solan 
goose These birds get their food by diving down into the water 
after such fish as the herring. Sometimes they will stay under 
water eight or ten seconds, according to the depth at which their 
prey is swimming. 

An eider-duck on its nest was then shown and after that a plate 
of the nest alone. When looking at the nest before anything was 
disturbed the eggs could not be perceived because they had been 
covered with down from the mother's own breast. On smoothing 
back the down a group of eggs was seen, but if the eggs are left 
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uncovered long they might be eaten by the eider-duck's enemy, 
the black-backed gull. A remarkable fact about the black-backs 
is that if a dead eider-duck lies on the ground they will not touch 
it but if it is tossed into the sea they at once fall upon it and 
eagerly devour it. 

Applause was very great when a sheep was shown upon the 
screen. The sheep was discovered to be a hollow one in which a 
camera could be placed in order to photograph birds. To show its 
use some photographs that had been taken from it were shown. 
They included sand-pipers, wheatears and Arctic terns. 

In order to get photographs of animals many devices have to be 
employed. One way, Mr. Kearton explained, was to get into a 
specially stuffed ox and take photographs through a hole in the 
hide. · 

Ring-doves were next shown and it was pointed out that they 
drink in a different manner from other birds. Instead of holding 
their heads up in the air and allowing the water to run down their 
throats they draw it up in much the same way as a horse. 

A very pretty picture of some young falcons was shown and the 
lecturer explained the way in which the young ones are captured. 
He also described, with illustrations, how naturalists get down 
precipices with their apparatus after rare birds. He also showed 
how his brother, when in Africa, succeeded in getting an actual 
photograph of a fine specimen of the maneless lion. The animal 
by treading on a wire jgnited the flash powder and then, being 
startled, turned towards the camera and rushed at it, Mr. Kearton's 
brother being up a tree. The camera was broken but, luckily, the 
plate was not spoilt. 

Hearty applause was given to Mr. Kearton at the close of the 
lecture.-J .F .H. 

Secondary School Football. 

AUTUMN TERM, 1915. 

FIRST XI. MATCHES. 

East Ham lost 5-4 
Addey and Stanhope drawn 5-5 
Erith Secondary School lost 6-3 
Leytonstone .. . ... lost 3-2 
Brockley Secondary Sch. won 5-2 

Roan Secondary School lost 7-2 
West Ham Grammar School 

drawn 2-2 
West Ham Central lost Io-o 
Aske's, Hatcham lost 4-3 

SECOND XI. MATCHES. 

East Ham won 5-4 
Addey and Stanhope lost 7-1 
Erith Secondary School lost 9-4 
Leytonstone . . . lost 9-2 
Shoreditch Technical lost 2-o 

Roan Secondary School lost rs - o 
West Ham Grammar School 

lost ro-o 
West Ham Central lost ro-I 
Aske's, Hatcham wori 3-2 
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THIRD XI. MATCH. 
Aske's, Hatcham lost 8-7 

SUMMARY. 

Matches 
9 

Won 
I 

2 

Lost 
6 
7 

Drawn 
2 

Goals 
For Ag'st 

First XI. 
Second XI. 

26 44 
9 0 23 76 

HOUSE MATCHES. 

Blue beat Yellow by s-r. 
Red and Green drew 1-1. 
Red beat Blue by 4-3. 

Blue beat Yellow by 8-1. 
Red beat Green by ro-2. 
Red beat Blue by 3-r. 

Ist TEAMS. 
Green beat Yellow by 7-o. 
Green beat Blue by 20-o. 
Red beat Yellow by 6-o. 

2nd TEAMS. 
Green beat Yellow by 9-o. 
Blue and Green drew 4-4, 
Red beat Yellow by 9-0. 

SUMMARY-Ist TEAMS. 

Green 
Red 
Blue 
Yellow 

Red 
Blue 
Green 
Yellow 

Goals 
Played Won Lost D,rawn For Agt. 

3 2 0 I 28 I 
3 2 0 I II 4 
3 2 0 8 2S 
3 0 3 0 I8 

SUMMARY-2nd TEAMS. 
Goals 

Played Won Lost Drawn For Agt. 
3 3 0 0 22 3 
3 I I I 13 8 
3 I I I 15 14 
3 0 3 0 26 

TOTAL AND FINAL POSITIONS. 
Red rst 8o points. 
Green 2nd 6S points. 
Blue 3rd 35 points. 
Yellow 4th o points. 

Points 
so 
so 
20 
0 

Points 
30 
IS 
IS 

0 

At the beginning of the season Perry kept goal for the First XI. 
but in the match against Leylonstone, Smith was tried, and 
proved his worth as goalkeeper, which is now his regular 
position. In our early matches we had two capable backs in 
J. Smith and Sinden, and upon the former leaving, his position 
was filled by Horsnell. Of the half-backs, Gentle has been most 
consistent, Houlihan being a good second. The left half-back 
position has been filled by various players, the best being 
Langley. The best of the forwards were Hei1dley, Bromley and 
Gollan. Owing to absentees at different times, Barclay and Cole 
have assisted the First XI. as well as could be expected. 

We have lost the majority of our matches, but this can be partly 
accounted for because there has been so much changing, but with 
the team now settled we hope to do much better next term. 

- W.T.S. 

\ 
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The Swimming Competitions. 

I
HESE were held at the Woolwich Public Baths at the end of 

the Summer Term. The entries were numerous, no less 
than 102 names appearing in the programme. The close 

shes in every race testify to the skill with which the handi
c~pping bad been arranged. Altogether in the ninety minutes 
which the sports lasted twelve events were decided. Easily the 
be~t swimmer was Burr, who not only won the School Champion
sUp, but also secured the first place in the one length (under 14), 
aljld the third place in the diving competition, besides swimming 
iti the House race and Form race, and giving a remarkable display 
ol swimming under the water the whole length of the bath in 
2 sees. Using his leg-stroke only, he beat Hobson using the 
b east-stroke across the baths in 9! sees. Length of baths, 100ft. ; 
b~eadth, 40 ft. Appended is a list of the results :-

Beginners' Race (one lengtb).-Heat I.-r, Johnson; 2, Paul; 3, Pearce. 
Time-38 3-S sees. Heat II.-r, Riley; 2, Ayres; 3, Reynolds. Time-
37 sees. Final - r, Riley; 2, Johnson; 3, Ayres. Time-36 r-5 sees. 

School Cbampionsbip.-r, Burr; 2, Solan; 3, Topley. Time- r min. 
34 sees. 

One Length (under 14). - Heat I.--I, Finnimore; 2, Campbell; 3, Cooper. 
Time-29 3-5 sees. Heat II.-I, Burr; 2, Tooley; 3, Hobson. Time-
25 4-S sees. Final- r, Burr; 2, Top ley; 3, Cooper. Time-24 2-S sees. 

Two Lengths (over 14).-Heat I.-r, Solan; 2, Houlihan; 3, Hendley. 
Time-r min. 4 3-5 sees. Heat II.- I, Webb;_ 2, Sale: 3, Day. Time
r min. 6 3·S sees. Final-r, Solan; 2 , Webb; 3, Houlihan. Time-r min. 
3 2-5 sees. 

Form Team Haudican Race.-Heat I.-r, Form s; 2, Form Upper 3· 
Time-2 ruins. 19 3-5 se-es. Heat II.-I, Form Lower Remove; 2, Form 
Lower 3· Time-2 ruins. 26 1-5 sees. Final-1, Form s. Time-2 mins. 
8 I-S sees. 

Diving Competitions (8 competitors; maximum, 6o points).-I, W . E. 
Smith (56!); 2, Solan (52); 3, Burr (SG); 4, Cooper (49!); 5, Hendley (46) ; 
6, Ha) nes (44~); 7, Finnimore (43); 8, Holliday (41). 1 

House Team Race.-r, Red House (Burr, H. Riley , Haynes, Cooper); 2, 
Blue House (Holliday, Sale, Webb, Finuimore); 3, Yellow House (Solan, 
J. Reg. Smith, Gentle, Campbell); 4, Green House (Topley, Hendley, 
Palmer, McPherson). Time-1 min. 46 sees. 

1The Houses gained the following points :-(1) Red, 133 ; (2) 
Yellow, 63; (3) Blue, 57; (4) Green, 56. Adding these points to 
the results of the athletic sports, the totals were :-(1) Red, 456 ; 
(2) Green, 429; (3) Yellow, ;no; (4) Blue, :137. Consequently 
the School Shield was won by Red House with a slight lead over 
Green House. Both the House masters and House captains are to 
be congratulated on the vitality of their Houses. 

Boys' Junior Technical School. 

OLD Boys of the Ju~ior Techn.ical School will.ha.rdly recognise 
tbfl scene of their labours In the great bmldmg which has 

· absorbed so much of the playground. Among other ad van
tages, it is now possible~ in wet weather, to pass from the School 
to the main building without being drenched to the skin. 



Boys were astonished last ter~~o find Prefects put in authority ;

1 
over them ; the institution has helped to form an esprit de corps 
among our budding engineers, which had hitherto been unknowt 
to them. 

At the Sports held last summer on the old ground at Plumstea 
the Engineers easily defeated the Secondary School in the Tug-o~
'War. But by a lamentable lack of public spirit on the part 9f 
several boys the Drill Display had to be abandoned. 

The Cricket XL had few opportunities of showing its prowess, 
partly because some thought the game a sort of punishment and 
partly because the number in the second year had dwindled ~wa.y 
to such an extent as to make it difficult for Argent, our captain, to 
raise a good all-round team. The first year had a good captain i~ 
Coleburt who had an extensive knowledge of the game and much 
promise as a player. The first year ought to be able to put a very 
fair XL in the field next summer, as they possess several players 
who are handy with both bat and ball, whilst their fielding has 
improved wonderfully. 

Football last term was more or less of a fiasco; for half the term 
no field was available and during the second half the weather was 
execrable, the ground being no better than a swamp on two or 
three occasions. So that we start this term having had very little 
practice together. 

For some time past, the School has been largely engaged on 
War-work, and has had practice in making a number of small 
parts needed in the manufacture of larger weapons.-E.N.T. 

Technical Terms. 

L EST any reader should misunderstand the title, I must expla~n 
that the " technical terms " to which I refer are the SIX 
terms which we spend in the Junior Technical School en

deavouring to master the arts of costume-making and dress
making and at the same time pursuing a wider course of study 
"to prepare us for our future careers." . . .. 

It is surprising how little is known o~ our technical act~vities
and what weird conjectures are entertained about them In other 
departments of the Polytechnic. To the uninitiated it ~eem~ that 
we, arrayed in· white, live move and have our bemg In an 
atmosphere of "trade" in rooms where unco':lt~ lay-fig?res are 
draped in fabrics of glowing hue, where Pansmn creatiOns are 
slowly and with much labour produced, where wonderful and 
original designs are embroidered in t~reads a~d silks and wh.ere 
infinite details of braiding button-holmg cuttmg-out and fittmg 
are daily practised. Yet, really, only a fraction of our school 
hours' is occupied in actual dressmaking or tailoring. We, the 
Junior Technical girls, make excursions into other realms than 
those of stitchery, and dip into subjects widely differing from 
needlework, though at the same time it must be remarked that the 
needle and the pen run in harness and in harmony. 
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Sometimes the illuminating facts of Industrial History are 
presented to us and we trace the various stages in the development 
of Enaland's social and industrial life and follow the progress of 
politi~al affairs. At other times Literature claims our attention 
when we peruse Scott or Dickens and pay homage to Shakespeare 
or Sheridan by making brave attempts at dramatic representation 
with very comical and inadequate" stage-properties." Occasionally 
our voices are raised in debate, when "born-orators" make maiden 
speeches and opinions are expresse~ on .every possible subjec.t. 
Arithmetic and Geometry have their tnumphs, too, and their 
disasters ! 
· It is unnecessary to produce further evidence to show that we 
Technical students are neither one-sided nor limited in our scope 
of study. We want to prove ourselves worthy in every way of the 
institution to which we belong, and, as this is the first number of 
the Polytechnic Magazine, we should like to assure the Governors 
of our interest and hearty co-operation in the enterprise.-J .'f.S. 

An Open Afternoon. 

T HIS annual event, which took place on 13th December, 1915, 
was as popular as ever, if one may judge by the large 
number of visitors and by the interest which they showed 

in our work. 
The exhibits were quite up to those of former years, and if. in 

the dressmaking rooms, one noted fewer evening gowns, their 
absence was auite atoned for by the variety of pretty afternoon 
frocks. In first year work, an excellent display was made by B 1, 
who were responsible for several charming dresses in taffeta-a 
difficult material for beginners-one in dark blue with ninon and 
lace bodice, had a smart little coatee to match. A coat-like gown 
in white suiting with much fine braiding was admirable, and a 
couple of shantung dresses with smartly pleated skirts deserved 
notice. The serviceable had not been neglected ; as a very work
man-like dark navy serge testified. 

A 1 had evidentlv devoted their attention to the matron and a 
soft black satin with long, slightly pointed tunic and touches of 
Fragonard blue on the bodice, was a very suitable and becoming 
garment. A well-made black crepe dress showed much applica
tion, and a cloth gown of a curious shade of red had some effective 
embroidery on the bodice, a jaunty little coat and muff to match 
beiJ:Jg also on view. 

In the second year's work A 2 showed a very charming evening 
gown of black net over black satin, the top tunic of sun-ray 
pleated net having a pointed under tunic of net and wide gold lace, 
which appeared again on the Zouave-like bodice, and was 
finished off with a wide waistbelt of soft saxe blue chiffon velvet. 
To be worn with this was a beautifully tucked under-bodice of 
palest pink chiffon with insertions of cluny lace. There was also a 
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tete-de-negre taffeta with touches of blue and some gold lace on 
the corsage, and a dark blue taffeta with a very original bodice. 
An ultra modi::;h coat-gown in navy serge with wide black military 
braid was very attractive. 

B 2 showed a good number of afternoon gowns in soft, light
coloured materials, which lent the-mselves to elaboration of style 
and trimming. A biscuit-coloured crepe with very full skirt had 
its lace-trimmed bodice finished with dainty stitchery in slightly 
darker coloured silk, which made a very effective trimming. A 
duck-egg green crepe, finished off with a wide waistband of black 
panne, was very pleasing. This set showed also several blouses, 
one, in fine white muslin with lace motifs and much open-work 
stitchery, calling for special notice. 

The Ladies' Tailoring School displayed their work in Room 86. 
The grounding being very thorough, there were many examples 
of the various processes. The practic~ skirts in miniature 
attracted attention, and the full-sized skirts in tweed and cloth 
were excellent. Several costumes were on view, and some full
length coats in heavy materials completed a very interesting and 
workman-like exhibit. 

The New Buildings. 

ENCINEERINC DEPARTMENT 
GROUND F LO OR PLAN 

BOllER HOUSE LABOR A TORY ENCINEERINC I ~ ~ 
AN O ~ ~ ~ 

SMITHY LABORA TORi<!! . ~ T" ~E~ = ~ ~ 
i~~ 

• 8 

48 so 53 
MACHINE LABORATORY LABORATORY 

AND 

FITTINC 
SHOP 

SPECIAL MA01Nt TOOI.S APPLIED "€CHA NICS 

HEATA;~S l .1 

58 
LEC'Tl.R: ROOM 

57 
LECTURE ROOM 

ElECTRICAL tNU'£ERINC 
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T HE extensions to the Polytechnic buildings are proceeding 
very satisfactorily and everyone concerned is to be con
gratulated on the progress made. Already the portion . 

allotted to Engineering is completed and it is possible to obtain 
.some idea of the great improvement which has been effected for 
the accommodation and comfort of students and staff ; one of the 
most marked and certainly not the least, is the new workshop, 
.and when we remember the dangerously congested workshop of 
previous years with the machine tools mixed up with experimental 
apparatus, it is a matter for thankfulness that we are to have this 
fine new shop. 

It is now possible to reach any part of the Department without 
going into the open, and the disagreeable journey across a muddy 
yard on a drenching or snowy evening remains only as a painful 
recollection. 

Estimating the extensions in floor space, the laboratories have 
been practically doubled and two excellent lecture rooms added. 
These large rooms,)pecially equipped for elementary experimental 
work in mechanical and electrical engineering respectively, are a 
truly valuable addition to laboratory provision. 

In the plan above, the rooms marked 48a, 5Ua, 53a, 56, 57 and 
58 represent the Engineering· Department before the extensions, 
and those marked 48, fiO, 53, 54:, 55, 59 and 60 indicate additional 
rooms. 

The workshop, room 48, is provided with two 10 b.h.p. electric 
motors for driving the machine tools. The difficulties experienced 
in obtaining machine tools at the present time have prevented the 
installation of many necessary additions to the equipment, but 
two excellent lathes have been purchased, and the plant now 
includes 6 lathes, 2 drilling machines, a planing machine, a 
B. & S. universal mill, a universal tool grinder, a twist drill 
grinder and a machine hack saw. It is proposed as soon as 
possible to add a shaping machine, a slotting machine, a vertical 
mill, a universal grinder and 3 lathes. There are also adequate 
benches with vices and all necessary tools. 

In view of the great importance of a scientific knowledge of the 
principles of operation of modern machine tools, part of room 
!)0 will be utilised for the installation of machines for experi
mental purposes. It is proposed to provide facilities for the 
measurement of the power absorbed 1n each machine so that 
€Xperiments may be made on speeds and feeds and endurance of 
tools. This will be a valuable addition to the department and 
should make the advanced workshop courses of the highest value 
and importance to our senior workshop students. Up to the 
present few technical schools have had these facilities, and what 
has been done for the theoretical side of mechanical engineering 
by the provision of experimental apparatus will now be provided 
in Woolwich for the manufacturing side. 

Room 50a is the Heat Engines laboratory and additions to this 
experimental plant will be placed in Room 50. Room 53 will 
be the laboratory for the mechanics of machinery. 
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By the re-arrangement of plant the electrical engineering sid~ 
has secured considerable increase of floor space, and Room 55 
has been added as an instrument testing laboratory, and Room 54: 
as a Photometry room. 

Room 56 in the basement contains the equipment for the
testing of materials and for hydraulic experiments, the · equip-· 
ment for both of which is now fairly complete. Instead of using 
an overhead hydraulic tank for pressure supply a three stag~ 
centrifugal pump, driven by electric motor, is being installed and 
will give an ample steady supply of pressure for the machines. 

We have every reason to be grateful to the authorities wh(} 
have made these extensions possible, and have thus provided for 
the engineering trades facilities for obtaining technical instruction 
up to the highest standard. We feel sure that the Woolwich 
student will not be slow to avail himself of these increased 
advantages, and that his past excellent record in technical 
education will become even better in the future.-D.R.M. 

I t 
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T HE Metallurgical department has greatly benefitted by the 
re-organisation of the William Street block. The old boys' 
cloak room has been converted into a very convenient labora

tory for Metallography, equipped with polishing appliances and 
microscopes for preparing and examining specimens of metals and 
alloys, and with a small testing machine for determining the 
strength of wires. 

In addition to this the space formerly occupied by the William 
Street entrance hall and porter's lodge has been combined to form 
a lecture room. 

A great improvement has also been effected in the old furnace 
room by lining and whitening the roof and by the installation of 
electric light. The whole department with its three rooms 
en suite is now arranged very conveniently, and it is hoped. that 
the once large classes in this important subject may soon again be 
seen.-G.M. 
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THE alterations have made the Gymnasium qui.te one of the best 
in London. It is a large, lofty room, well lighted, well 
ventilated, and heated according to the time of the year. 

Opening out of it are separate dressing-rooms for men and women, 
with lockers, hot and cold water, etc., the men's room being 
provided with the luxury of a shower bath ! The equipment of 
apparatus is nearly complete with all that is used in both the 
German and Swedish system of educational gymnastics. 

Owing to the war no competition for men was arranged last 
year, but the competition for women led to the following results : 

GOLD MEDAL AND TROPHY SHIELD-Ada N. Hanning, student of the 
Evening Classes since September, 1912. 

SILVER MEDAL-Marjorie Fletcher, student of the Evening Classes since 
September; I9I4. 

BRONZE MEDAL-Mabel E . Hanning, student of the Evening Classes 
since September, 19I4. 

-J.H.A. 

The Polytechnic Athletic Club. 

BEFORE commencing a book the author will invariably indulge 
in a series of remarks and explanations, which are usually 
accepted by his credulous readers (if any), under the title of 

" Preface." These remarks usually take the form of ample apolo
gies to all whom it may concern for having inflicted further trials 
upon an already over-burdened community. 

There is, however, a distinct difference between the writer of 
these notes and the general type of book author, inasmuch as the 
former does not design to benefit himself. 

In other words, be submits this article gratis, and many will in 
all probability be ready to offer their congratulations upon so 
accurate an estimate of its precise value. 
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However, without indulging further in worthless preamble, I 
will proceed. In the first place, the introduction of this Maga.zine 
is an event which has for years been eagerly anticipated by the 
older, if not by all the members of the Club. 'l'hese older 
members, in spite of their long standing, or because of it, are still 
the backbone of the Club, and this I say without the smallest 
intention to disparage the work and energy of our younger 
members, for, in every organisation, experience of the work on 
hand is a first essential. In a Club like ours, the value of past 
tradition is beyond price. It has been well said that precedents 
are only created to keep things as they are ; but at the same time, 
the introduction of fresh ones always calls for the most careful 
consideration. 

The general committee and I feel sure the whole of the 
members of this Club will view with equanimity the good work 
which this Magazin e is likely to perform within and without the 
Institution. 

It is now a matter of nearly twenty years since a periodical of 
this kind existed. There are, however, several members still 
active in the Club who have copies of the uriginals in their pos
session. 

Circumstances recorded and related in magazines of this type 
have a strong binding influence, and keap fresh in the minds of 
all the old memories of their association. 

There is, however, one regret which may be expressed, and that 
is that the time of the publishing of this Magazine is during a 
period of our nation's history, of which one would feel no desire 
to have strong remembrance. Of coursE" I have no intention to 
blame the Magazine for this, but feel that an expression of regret 
is permissible since the matters about which I would write from 
an athletic point of viP-w are non-existent, and here am I having 
to compose an athletic article with no actual athletic interest to 
record. 

However, the Club stands for athletics, and into whatever side 
lines it may occasionally stray, its predominant purpose is to 
promote and further the physical fitness of men in general and of 
its members in particular. Social functions, evening attractions, 
and such other things are all part and parcel of an efficient sports 
club. Therefore, I feel that a general survey of things concerning 
the Club's control may prove as interesting, and certainly as in
structive, as a series of reports of foo ter, cricket or other con tests. 

During the past sixteen months the control and management of 
the Club has been no easy matter. In spite of the lack of sports 
events, other and perhaps more urgent matters have required 
much attention. Sixty of our fellows have answered their 
country's call: and are now serving with His Majesty's forces. 
Among these fellows have been some of our m ost prominent 
officials. Long hours and strenuous w ork at the Arsenal have 
been the direct cause of many others falling away. As if by the 
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shadow of fate, some most momentous questions involving the 
future of the Club have come up for consideration. 

The new building, the acquisition of the recreation ground by 
the Government, and the finding of another suitable site, have all 
been heavy responsibilities thrown upon the general committee 
at a time when it was the least prepared to meet them. 

'l'he tussle for better Club quarters has been a long one, and it 
has been assiduously maintained and handed down for years. 
Now that the realisation of those hopes is so near, it seems strange 
fate that they must be met with ·weakened ranks. 

However, although not active in the athletic world, the Club 
has been successful in the general scope of its policy, and the 
machinery has been upset as little as the extremity of its needs in 
other directions would allow. 

All this bears out the truth of my former remarks, that experi
ence gained in the past is what we require to build and sustain the 
present, and it has been to this point that I have endeavoured to 
lead. 

What the Club requires to-day is the full support of the older 
members. After all, it is but a man's duty-when the day comes, 
which finishes or, at least, lessens his ability for athletics--to 
carry on the work of the Club in order that those who follow may 
enjoy the same facilities as he himself enjoyed, or better. That 
this appeal will touch the right not~ is my fervent wish, and that 
note is the one which would rally some of the old enthusiasts and 
bring them again into the ranks. One looks round and sees many 
who have dropped away. Would not a few minutes conversation 
convince them that their intereAts are still with the old Club ? 
It is an easy matter to drop one's associations, but to pick up the 
threads again requires some effort. 

Marriage is, unfortunately, one of the most destructive accidents 
to club life of every kind, but association with the" Poly." does 
not affect men in the way generally identified with clubs. Every 
consideration is shown to our married members, and one particula.r 
advantage which should appeal strongly is their right to claim an 
alibi from any member in support of those fancy tales some are 
wont to tell their wives, to explain their sometime late arrival 
home-not always successfully. 

One little incident of this kind will perhaps bear recording. 
It would appear that to defend himself for a home arrival at the 
bewitching hour when elfins dance, a certain prominent member 
(whom we will identify as G.Mc.), made bold to mention another 
member's name, who was in his wif~'s good books, in order to 
raise the thermometer from zero to a few degrees above. Alas, 
the next day was Saturday, and this brought Mrs. G.Mc. and the 
wife of the other member into personal contact. Conversation 
soon drifted, as it invariably will, upon the respective demerits of 
husbands, and Mrs. G.Mc. turned for sympathy to her sister in 
distress, with reference to what she naturally considered to be 
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their mutual bereavement of the evening before. That proved the 
good man's undoing, for as bad luck would have it, his alibi had 
not been out at all during the period in question. 

And so we hope most sincerely that, in spite of the number of 
club men who have taken the vows during the past eighteen 
months, the Club will not suffer by their defection. Wives are 
important possessions and, like tender flowers, they require gentle 
handling. But "Poly." memberships are also importan.t posses
sions, and the two may, if properly done, be converted into a 
useful and highly efficient combination. 

T. W. McCoY, Hon. Sec. 

The Polytechnic Football Club. 

LIKE most others, the Woolwich Polytechnic Football Club 
started its career as a .Junior Organisation. After playing 
for a few seasons in Junior Football the Club aspired to 

higher things and the First XI. entered the select circle of senior 
clubs. The Club figured in many competitions, including the 
English Cup, the English Amateur Cup, the London and Kent 
Senior Cups, London League, Kent League, Southern Suburban 
and Blackheath Leagues, etc., up to Season 1910-11. 

In the League competitions the Club was invariably well placed, 
perhaps the most notable success being in seasons 1901-2, 1902-3, 
when they were runners-up in the London League, the premier 
section of the league being at that time comprised of the London 
professional Clubs. 

In the early part of 1911 it was decided by a General Meeting 
of the Club to launch out in a new direction. Owing to the famous 
football split, a new body, the Amateur Football Association, had 
been formed, and to this body the Club decided to affiliate. 'I'his 
was a most drastic change, for it meant entirely new competitions 
and a complete change of fixtures. Many arguments were used 
both for and against the wisdom of taking this step, but the proof 
of the pudding is in the eating of it, and it cannot be denied that 
the three seasons 1911-12, 1912-13, 1913-14, were the most success
ful in the history of the Club, and that the "tone" of the football 
in which they played was much healthier, in consequence of 
which games were more enjoyable, if less exacting. 

The Football Section has always been popular, but it reached 
the zenith of its popularity during its membership of the A.F.A., 
and the real purpose of this article is to describe the doings of the 
teams in seasons 1911-12, 1912-13, 1913-14, when the writer took 
an active part in the management of the section. 

The initial difficulty which had to be surmounted was the lack 
of suitable competitions in which to place the teams. There had 
been an abundance of suitable competitions under the F.A. 
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Fortunately a new league was formed, mainly comprised of teams 
which had unsuccessfully applied for admission to the Southern 
Amateur League. This was the Southern Olympian League, and 
several well-known · clubs, espe'e-ially Cambridge Town and 
Highgate, were members. 'rhe Polytechnic applied for mem~er
ship and were accepted. The only other Lea~ue open to the First 
team was the South East London League, whiCh was also entered. 
Cup Competitions were very scarce, but what there were of them 
were entered. 'I'he First team was considerably strengthened by 
the accession of some members of the Plumstead St. John's Club, 
a club which had had a most successful career, but was compelled 
to disband owing to certain difficulties at the end of season 1910-11. 
Many fierce tus~les had taken place between_ the "Poly.". and the 
"Jacks," and the amalgamation of the two sides resulted m a very 
hot First XI. The end of season 1911-12 found the First XI. at 
the head of the South East London League, and runners-up in the 
Southern Olympian League. They had also got to the semi-.fi?al 
of the International Challenge Cup du Nord, a cup competitiOn 
between English and French amateur clubs. 

The Second X I. was also very successful. The only League 
open to them was the South East London League, II., which they 
won. They also carried off the Kent Junior Cup. 

No suitable League or cup competition could be found for the 
Third team. which had therefore to be content with friendly 
matches. This team, comprised mainly of youngsters with a 
sprinkling of the old brigade, had a merry time. Only two 
matches wtlre lost, these in the first month of the season when 
experiments were being made, and they scored 130 goals. It 
should be mentioned that the Second XI. had also scored over a 
century of goals. 'fhe Fourth XL, usually the despair of the 
Football Secretary, was also most successful. 

In season 1912-13, the First XL again competed in the 
Olympian and South East London Leagues, also the A.F.A. and 
Kent Senior Cups. The forward line, strengthened by the 
inclusion of an old ''Poly." Day School Boy, George Port, played 
havoc with . the defences of the "Old Boy'' teams. Many crack 
amateur teams bit the dust, or perhaps we had better say the mud, 
of the Church Manorway ground, including Crouch End Vampires, 
who, although tipped to win by experts in .sporting papers, 
suffered defeat by 5 goals to 1 in an amateur cup-tie. Lloyd s Bank 
and Ilford Park United also visited the "Poly." ground anJ· 
returned home beaten to a frazzle by 9 goals to nil and 12 goals to 
nil respectively. 

In the February of this season the First XI. had a stroke of very 
bad luck in losing the services, through injuries, of several players, 
includin.O' the brilliant right wing Gus Ayre and Dick Hills. 
In this p~rlous condition the team had to meet Ipswich 'rown at 
Ipswich to decide who should play in the sem_i-final of th~ A.F.A. 
Senior Cup, and the famous New Crusaders In .the sem1-final of 
the Kent Senior Cup. Ipswich Town won their game before a 
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record crowd, by the odd goal in five. The semi-final resulted in 
a draw, no goals being scor'3d ; but the New Crusaders won easily 
in the replay. However, t he First XI. won the championship of 
the Southern Olympian League, and the South East London League 
for the second time. During the season 30 matches were won and 
only four were lost, three of these in February. George Port 
scored 50 goals-easily a record for the First XI.-out of the 
prodigious total of 150. Harry Woolgar was a close second, and 
scored the record number of goals in one match-7 against Ilford 
Park in .a cup-tie. 

The Second XI. were again well to the fore. . rrhey were not 
allowed to compete for the Kent Cup, which they had won the 
orevious season, bnt they reached the semi-final of the A.F.A. 
Junior Cup, and were beaten by the odd goal in three by the Civil 
Service team. 

A League was found for the Third XI. This was the North 
West Kent League, and the Third XI. were champions at the first 
time of asking, losing only one match in this League. and again 
scoring over 100 goals during the seaspn. 'fhis team was a very 
happy family. 

Both the Fourth and Fifth teams had a successful season, 
although the latter were compelled to play more away than home 
games. 

Four competitions were won in season 1913-14. It was decided 
that the First XI. should drop out of the South East London 
League. The Third XI. dropped out of the North West Kent 
League and entered the Forest Hill and Catford League instead. 
Although on the whole their play was not as brilliant as in the 
previous season, the First XI. carried off the Kent Senior Cup and 
again won the champiqnship of the Southern Olympian League. 
The Third XI. won the championship of the Forest Hill and 
Catford L eague and the Forest Hill and Catford Charity Cup. 

rrhe 2nd XI. were unluckv in bein2' beaten in the final of the 
A.F.A. Junior Cup, and in "'the semi-final of the Kent Junior 
Cup. They were also runners-up in the South East London 
League, Division 1. 

The Fourth XI. competed in the 2nd Division of the Forest 
Hill and Catford League and managed to finish in the top half 
of the League table. The Fifth XL, again suffering for the want 
of another pitch, were on the whole fairly successful. 

Early in 1914: came the healing of the football split and the 
disbanding of many Leagues and Associations which had been 
formed under A.F.A. rules. The "Poly." entered most of their 
old competitions, but the outbreak of war put an end to all 
serious football. 

Holiday games and tours, when undertaken, have always been 
both interesting and e :1joyable, Christmas Day matches never 
very popular, but it was often the custom for one or two away 
matches to be arranged for Boxing Day, and there was always a 
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holiday spirit about the constitution of the teams on these days, 
"old crocks" and members of the lower teams being pressed into 
service. Easter Monday generally found the club with two 
teams out, one perhaps at E astbourne or Folkestone and the other 
at Sev~noaks or Westerham. 

The most important tour undertaken by the club was that 
to Spain in 1911. The team made its headquarters at Barcelona . 
and played three matches, winning two and drawing the other. 

There are enough amusing anecdotes concerning this and other 
tours to fill a book, some of them true, others merely fiction. 'l'he 
editor of this magazine may at some future time grant space for 
a full description of the Spanish tour. From what those of us 
who did not go with the team have heard, it should prove to be 
good reading. Ernie Woodley might first obli ge with his "Ducks 
outside " yarn. 

Tours and cup-ties have been the m eans o£ making the 
Institu te awl. Club known in many to wns and villages in the 
south of England, and even in far away parts of the Empire. 
Syd Coombes, writing home, says that when he turned out to play 
in a football match at Colombo, Ceylon, his colours were 
recognised by some one in the crowd who greeted him with a 
shout,., Play up, Woolwich Poly.!" 

Many players who have been introduced to Senior Football 
by the club have afterwards made their mark in the football 
world. First and foremost is the old dav school bov Charles 
Buchan, the England and Sunderland inside right. \V,hile still 
playing for the School XI. he was given the opportunity of 
playing for the club, first in one of the lower teams. He was 
speedily found a place in the First XI., together with his brother 
'l'om, who is also a well-known player. Another player of note is 
Gordon H oare, the English Amateur International and Woolwich 
Arsenal player. He was a member of the J .on don League team 
of 1 \) 01-.2, 1902-3. Many members of this team were afterwards 
well-known in .fi rst-class amateur football. "Poly." players have 
on a number 0£ occasions been selected to play in County matches 
and inter-league matches. 

There can be no more football until we have finished the war. 
When we read of the indomitable spirit of our trooos and their 
tenacity of purpose, when we read of the members ofthe London 
Irish who dribbled a football across the fi eld of battle at Loos, we 
realize what we owe to our n ational games, especially football. 
Football is the first thing our troops indulge in after a long spell 
in the trenches. No matter h ow tired and weary they may be, or 
how trying the conditions under which the game is played, if 
they can by any chance get hold of a football, a game is played 
with zest. 

The game has beeu much maligned in the past. 'I'here have 
been shady things in connection with it, and at times it has had 
need of a thorough cleansing, but its place in the life of young 
England is assured. 
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So far as our own club is concerned it may be many years 
before we regain our former position in the football world. We 
shall probably have to start with entirely new teams. Perhaps 
there are some budding Charles Buchans at the Secondary School 
or attending evening classes who will take the places of those of 
us who feel too old to start playing football again. 

-'l'HE FOOTBALL SCRIBE. 

The Ladies' Hockey Club. 

THERE is probably a great number of students who do not know 
that there is such a thing as a Ladies' Hockey Club in 
connection with the Polytechnic, but now that we have a 

Magazine we can enlighten them. 

The Club is open to all present and past students of the 
Polytechnic, and the Committee would be pleased to welcome any 
such students who would care to join. 

Matches are arranged against various Clubs for nearly every 
Saturday during the season, and up to the present in the ten 
matches already played we have scored 24 goals and lost 23. 
Last season at this time we had done much better, but this year 
we are suffering as a team from various cauRes, one of which is 
the loss of our centre-forward, whose place it has been difficult to 
fill and also from other difficulties brought about by the War, 
not the least of which was the loss of our ground at Church 
Manorway. 'fhe prospects, however, are now brightening in this 
repect ; we have a good temporary ground just behind Well Hall 
Station, and when a permanent ground is acquired we hope that 
our Hockey Section will grow so that we can aspire at least to a 
second eleven. 

Jan. 29 Burroughs and Wellcome Home 

Jan. 22 Olympic Home 

Feb. 5 Brooklands Away 

Feb. I2 Dartford Old Girls Home 

Feb. I9 West Ham Technical Away 

Feb. 26 Prothesia Away 

Mar. 4 Prothesia Home 

Mar. II Manor Ladies Away 

Mar. IS Dartford Old Girls Away 

April 8 Manor Ladies ... Home 

April IS Old Erithians ... Home 

Applications for Membership should be made to the Secretary, 
Miss L. M. Wedlock, 6, Hector Street, Plumstead, from whom full 
particulars can be obtained. 
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School of Art Sketch Club. 

I N spite of the fact that there are, owing to the war, but few 
students in the School of Art compared with former years, 
the Sketch Club still flourishes. 

Our exhibition of sketches and other work done during the 
summer holidays was one of the best that we have had, many 
more sketches than us11al being exhibited . The work on the 
whole was good. We hope (that is, the committee and members 
of the sketch club) by means of this Magazine, to be able to make 
our next exhibition of work more widely known, so that other 
members ·of the Polytechnic may have an opportunity of seeing 
how art students spend a very enjoyable part of their holidays. 

·We shall be pleased to welcome every student of the School of 
Art as a member of the Sketch Club, especially at the present 
time, so that we may have a good show of work for the Criticisms 
at the end of each month.-G. L. STATHAM, Hon. Sec. 

The Old Boys' Association. 

DURING the present time, and since the outbreak of the 
European War, very little has been heard of this Association 
-in fact so little that the existence of such an Association 

is liable to be doubted. We are proud of this, for so many are 
. serving their Country that it has been found impossible to gather 
together sufficient members even to hold the committee meetings. 
As, however, such an Association as that of the Old Boys of the 
Secondary School is a most important feature in the life of the 
school, since it is the only means whereby those who have passed 
through the school can keep up the ties of friendship which have 
united them during their school life, it would be well in this first 
issue of our Polytechnic Magazine to give a brief sketch of the 
rise and development of the Association. 

To do this we have to go back to January, 1914, at which date 
the 0. B.A. was called into life through the thoughtfulness and 
energy of our Principal, Mr. Hogg. The issue of a pamphlet, 
entitled "Proposed Old Boys' Association," was the first step 
towards the foundation of the same, and was followed by a pre
liminary meeting, held on March 3rd, 1914, of those who had 
already joined. 

At this first official meeting the draft rules were considered and 
a Provisional Committee formed, consisting of : President, Mr. 
Hogg (Principal of the Polytechnic); Vice-President, Mr. Earle 
(Senior Master of the Secondary School) ; and a Committee chosen 
from Old Boys, together with the Staff of the Secondary School, 
one member representative of the Sixth Form. 
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The next meeting was held on March 26th, 1914, in the old 
Masters' Common Room, the chief business of which was con
nected with the proposed general meeting on May 21st. This 
meeting was to take the part both of a business and a social nature. 
Mr. Gerhard Kohl-one of the oldest representatives of the 
Secondary School, who has since proved such an able and active 
Hon. Secretary-was present for the first time and was unani
mously elected to the Provisional Committee. Up to this date 
thirty-six Old Boys had signified their intention of joining the 
Club by having sent in their subscription of one shilling. 

On May 14th, 1914, a further Provisional Committee meeting 
was held to make the final arrangements for the first general 
meeting~ which, originally fixed for May 21st, had to be postponed 
till June 4th. The duty of arranging the social pa,rt of the pro
gramme was placed in the hands of a former Master of the 
Secondary School, Mr. S. H. Michell, now Principal of the Chel
tenham Technical and Commercial College. 

On June 4th, 1914, the first general meeting was held in the 
Gymnasium of the Polytechnic in the presence of a large number 
of members. After the business m eeting in which, in the absence 
of the President (Mr. Hogg), the Vice-President (Mr. F. C. Earle) 
placed before the members a statement of the work done by the 
Provisional Committee, with a reference both to the "Old 
Students' Association," which had existed in the times when the 
school was carried on as a Dual School, and to the initiative and 
kindness of Mr. Hogg in granting to the Association the means of 
placing itself upon an efficient and working basis, the meeting took 
on a social nature with an excellent programme of music, during 
which refreshments were served under the admirable arrange
ments of Mrs. Shipston. 

The next general meeting was held on December 5th, 1915, after 
a meeting of the Committee, held on November 5th to arrange for 
the same. Among the items this time to provide for the social 
part of the programme, were Mr. Zoutmann's School Orchestra and 
several card tables for those who played whist or bridge. It was 
at this meeting that several Old Boys present were able to give us 
the information which we so much needed, of Old Boys who were 
serving their King and Country. 

During the year 1915, owing to the war, the activity of the 
O.B.A. has been in abeyance, since the Hon. Secretary, as well as 
several of the Committee, are serving their Country. 

This does not however imply that the Association has ceased to 
exist. We heartily ask for the co-operation of those boys who 
have left the Secondary School to continue such a necessary 
adjunct as this to the school life, and we shall welcome them as 
members, if they will only take the trouble to signify their 
willingness to do the same. 

Old Boys who, after reading the Polytechnic Magazine, desire 
to join the O .. B.A. are asked to communicate with the Senior 
Master, who has taken over the duties pro tern. of the former 
Hon. Secretary, Mr. G. Ko:kl.-F.C.E. 
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Notes from the other Polytechnics. 

It is particularly hoped that all will help in maintaining the 
interest of this section of the Magazine. We are part of a 
great movement, and united the ten London Polytechnics 
stand a great power for good in this Metropolis. All who 
come across items of general Polytechnic news are asked 
to send thP.m to the Principal, or to place them in the 
MAGAZINE POST BOX near the main entrance. 

A BATTERSEA POLYTECHNIC STUDENT GAINS THE 
V.C.-The first student from a Technical Institution to 
obtain the greatly coveted V.C. is Temp. Sec.-Lieut. F. H. 

Johnson, 73rd Field Co. R.E. The official account of his gallant 
conduct is as follows:..;_ 

"For most conspicuous bravery and devotion to duty in the 
attack on Hill 70 on September 25th, 1915, Second Lieutenant 
Johnson was with a section of his company of the Royal Engineers. 
Although wounded in the leg he stuck to his duty throughout the 
attack, led several charges on the German· redoubt, and at a very 
critical time, under ver·y heavy fire, repeatedly rallied the men who 
were near him. By his splendid example and cool courage he was 
mainly instrumental in saving the situation and in establishing 
firmly his part of the position which had been taken. He remained 
at his post until relieved in the evening." 

Lieutenant Johnson obtained a First-class Honours B.Sc. in 
Engineering as an internal student at Battersea Polytechnic. He 
was a prominent figure in the social life of the Day Students' 
Representative Council, Joint Editor of the Polytechnic Magazine, 
Joint Sports' Secretary, 1914, etc. 

Jottings from the L.C.C. Junior Institutes. 

THIS opportunity is taken to impress upon lads who are desir
ous of improving their technical skill, and who are living in 
the Borough of Vvoolwich and its neighbourhood, that the 

Woolwich Polytechnic and the L.C.C. Junior Technical Institutes 
are very closely co-ordinated-indeed, so much so that ~t is not a 
big stretch of the imagination to say that the Wool wlCh Poly
technic and the Junior Technicals form in Woolwich one large 
Technical Institute. 

This is all to the good of those who are technically inclined, be 
they in the mechanical, electrical or motor engineering work, or 
in instrument making or pattern making. 

• • • • 
By the way, how is it that Woolwich can only produce such a 

very few pattern-making students ? 



Great opportunities will arise after the war for skilled engineers. 
Be ready. You can't "'Be ready" in a rush. 

.Skilled men will also be required for all branches of chemical 
industries. It is worth while considering this branch of work. 

Like all other educational institutions, our Junior Technical 
Institutes have supplied their quota to the national cause. Many 
brave juniors will never return. All honour to their memory. 

Alf Bingham, now a corporal in the Howitzers, looks fit and 
well. May he be as vigorous in his new work as he was in the 
Institute. 

Jim Holland has joined the Howitzers. I wonder if he did so 
because he was of an enquiring turn of mind. 

All Junior Technical Institutes would be glad to hear of any of 
their old lads who have donned khaki.-A.K. 

Correspondence. 

Correspondence is invited on matters of interest to students and 
members and upon the subjects of articles in the Magazine. 
It is hoped that all will take advantage of this method of 
communicating wants, etc. For notice to contributors, see 
page 35. 

Mr. JACKSON writes from "Somewhere in France." 

Xmas Day, 1915. 

. . . . Matter which may seem interesting when it first occupies 
one's attention, often seems to be quite commonplace when in 
black and white, Furthermore, as letters are subject to a strict 
censorship, it is very difficult to select anything interesting 
whicll would be certain to meet with tlle Censor's approval. 
The horrors of war and the sad scenes which meet us on every 
band, do not form good thoughts on which the mind can dwell. 
These are depicted with vivid imagination by writers for the 
d ail y papers. Again, it would be fo? lish_ of me t o attempt a sort 
of bird's-eye view of the general sttuatwn, because I am f~lly 
occupied with IllY own little depa rtment, the smooth working 
of which is my sole endeavour. 

We have been out here since May 2oth, and have been in this 
salient during the wh ole period. As far as I can gather, no other 
division bas been kept in this part of the line for so long. I 
have seen mentioned in the papers that this part is by no means 
a health resort. This describes not what it is, but what it is not. 
Latterly I can only describe it as a veri_table quagmire. The 
camps are knee deep in mud, and many tlmes I have left one of 
m y boots. The boots to which I refer are rubber boots reaching 
to the knee. 
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To get back to my narrative. During the time we have beet1 

here our division has done excellent work and, alas, bas lost 
many good men. The most severe losses were occasioned on 
July 3rst and September 25th. No doubt you have seen the 
accounts of these big operations. It was in the former that we 
had the experience of the liquid fire used by the enemy . 

Thankful I am that the work of my department lies in the 
direction of alleviating suffering, rather than adding to it. 

Now, after seven months here, we are being withdrawn and 
sent to a more distant sphere, for what purpose will be dis
closed later. 

G. D. FRIER, also from "Somewhere in France," writes-

TRENCHES, January 5th, 1916. 

Owing to our battalion being in the trenches, I have bad the 
greatest difficulty in answering any correspondence of late, and 
for a further obstruction, I was sent to hospital with frost-bite, 
but have now completely recovered, I am thankful to say, so 
that at present I am just beginning to acknowledge my Christ
mas correspondence. 

Our Christmas out here was one that will remain in my 
memory for some time to come. Truly Christmas Day was the 
quietest, but even that left much to be desired in the way of 
peace. Ou Christmas Eve our engineers exploded a mine, and 
no sooner was it u~ than our artillery started a fearful bombard
ment of the German trenches, and of course the German 
batteries replied. During that inferno our section of bombers 
were carrying bombs to the front line, so you can imagine the 
relief we felt when this shelling ceased, or at least became less 
violent. Christmas morning our battalion moved to the front 
line where all our bombers were needed to hold the saps, of 
which there were several on our front. The particular place I 

. was in was an old communicating trench that led to the German 
lines, and our barricade was about twelve yards from the 
German one. Being so close we had to keep a sharp look out 
as several bombs were thrown into our trench, but as soon as 
any came over we always put some back . 

Thus we spent our Christmas Day, accompanied, of course, 
with the usual shelling and sniping. Early next morning, how
ever, we were standing round our fire making some tea, when 
we felt the ground shake and saw about a hundred yards away 
a big column of earth thrown into the air and knew at once that 
the Germans bad exploded a mine under our trench ; we all 
rushed back to our barrtcadewith bombs, expecting a renetitiou 
of the last mine, but to our astonishment not a shot was fired. 
That evening we found that the Germans had occupied the 
mine crater, so a bombing party was arranged and we bombed 
them out and successfully barricaded. 

After that we thought our troubles were over, but at the same 
time next morning they exploderi another mine in our lines, 
this one also unaccompanied with either attack or bombard
ment. To add to our discomfort during this time, the trenches 
were about one foot deep with mud, and several fellows 
managed to get completely stuck and we had an awful job to 
extricate some of them. 
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That evening we were relieved and went back about two miles 
and thought we could say farewell to the trenches for a day or 
so, bnt the next day we had to go up and do another twenty
four hours in the line, and during that twenty-four hours the 
Germans exploded about three mines at once and attacked, 
whereupon the most terrific bombardment commenced on both 
sides. How we ever came through this Christmas seems a 
marvel to me, but everybody seems quite cheerful at present 
as if nothing had happened. When we come out of the trenches 
this time we are going to celebrate the .New Year in a more 
peaceful manner by having a good meal. 

T. M. COLCUTT, also from" Somewhere in France," writes-

3rd London Field Company, R.E., 
47th Division. 

December 19th, 1915. 
Just a line to thank you very much for the Christmas pudding 

the old school so kindly sent out. I have only been out here a 
little over four months. I came out here on searchlight work 
but as it was a wash-out we have been put into a Field Company. 
Our work consists of trenching, wiring and any other work in 
the trenches. Wiring is our worst job as it is between the 
German and English lines that you have to. The first nigltt I 
went wiring I was not feeling at all comfortable but as soon as 
you get to work you forget all about the Germans. The 
rotten part about it is that they don't forget you and when the 
starlights go up and they spot you they put a few whizz-bangs 
over just to hven you up. Luckily for us we saw the flash 
of the gun and were all flat on the ground when the shell burst, 
but it caught some ofthe Infantry, wounded twelve and killed 
one. The Infantry have an awful time in the trenches. They 
have to stick it day after day, but we only go up there for, at the 
most, twelve hours, unless we are living in dug-outs, then we 
stay in for about six days. Before the big attack our Artillery 
were firing for four days-it was one continual roar of shells. 
\Vhile I was in this place I meet Private Drake, he was carrying 
a dixie of soup for the men's rlinner. We had a chat about old 
times and I was sorry to hear that ltis brother was home wounded. 
After this our Compan y went on a month's rest, wltich consisted 
of building huts. We are now in tlte line again and, if we live 
long enough, expect to go out on rest after two months. It looks 
as though we will have the worst part of winter in the trenches. 
We have been issued with waders and fur coats and look more 
like Teddy Bears than soldiers. 

Letters also received from F. Adams, W. G. Baldwin, W. Birkle, 
A. H. Bowyer, C. Holz, A. E. Limeburner, C. A. Otto, M. B. 
Parkinson, G. R. Pellatt, H. J. Sisley, J. Wesson, J. Williams. 

Vv"e have to thank also the following contributors, for whose 
essays there is not however space in the present issue :-M.F.M., 
J. R., M. W. (two), M.A., "An old Polytechnic Secondary and Com
mercial School Girl," "An old Trade Student," R. Whitfield, 
M. E. J. Gheury, E. A. Woodley, "A Yorkshire Toast," "A 
Teacher's Grace," and " Perforated Strip." 
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Coming Events. 

Secretaries of Clubs and Societies are asked to supply informa
tion. 

Tuesday, March 21st, at 3.30 p.m.-Lecture by Miss W. Stephens 
on "France and the French," with lantern slides. 

Wants. 

(i.) A DAY SCPIOOLS' 0.RCHESTRA.-Boys and girls with know
ledge of any instrument should communicate with the Head of 
their Department, or with the Superintendent of Women's Classes. 

(ii.) A PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY.-Facilities can be given for 
use of dark rooms and of rooms for meetings and exhibitions. 

Notices. 

The next number of the Magazine will appear in May. 
NOTICE TO CONTRIBUTORS.-The Editor will be glad to receive 

any kind of contribution suitable for the Magazine. Such should 
be of reasonable length, written legibly on one side of the paper 
only, and deposited in the Office or in the MAGAZINE POST Box 
before the end of the 'ferm. The name and address of the 
contributor must in all cases reach the Editor. Secretaries of 
Societies should send in short reports immediately after the last 
meeting for the Term of their respective Societies, and should 
enclose a list of fixtures for the ensuing Term. MSS. are returned 
only by special request. Small items of interest, reports of 
matches, etc., may be placed in the MAGAZINE PosT Box at any 
time, always with name and address of coutributor. This will be 
treated as confidential if so desired, and will be for Editor's use 
only. 

Members of the Institute are reminded that subscriptions for 
.1915-16 fell due on September lst. rrhere is much saving of 
trouble and expense if members regard this intimation and so 
obviate the need of a personal reminder. 

Our Contemporaries. 

We acknowledge with thanks the following: The Battersea Polytechnic 
Magazine, The Borough Polytechnic News, The Lodestone (Birkbeck 
Colleg-e), The Londinian (City of London College), The Northern Poh-
techmc School Magazine, The Polytechnic Magazine (Regent Street) The 
Record (South Western Polytechnic). ' 



'Wioolwicb : 

Printer: CHAS . F. THORN , T.U. , 

71-72, Wellington Street. 8261. 

1916. 


