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Networks, creativity, practice and pedagogy 

• digital identities 

• open educational practices 

• students as producers 

• mobile devices as creative tools 

• internationalisation at home 

• learning across disciplines 

 



Differing sensibilities and legitimacy practices 

INSTITUTIONS 

Product-focused 

Mastery 

Bounded by time/space 

Hierarchical ties 

Plagiarism 

Authority in role 

Audience = teacher 

NETWORKS 

Process-focused 

Participation 

Always accessible 

Peer-to-peer ties 

Crowdsourcing 

Authority in reputation 

Audience = world 

 

Bonnie Stewart @bonstewarthttp://theory.cribchronicles.com/2013/02/10/learning-in-
the-open-networked-student-identities/ 
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Context: Web 2.0 and emerging pedagogies 

Science, Technology, Media Arts - Interdisciplinarity 



Identities 



Digital Identity, ownership, autonomy 



Education/Employment 

• Lukasz Zaibka http://lukaszziabka.wordpress.com/ 

• Mark Weller http://vidiau.wordpress.com/ 

• Clare Wells http://clarewells.wordpress.com/ 
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Blurring boundaries 

Ex-students, industry professionals, tutor-learner roles 



“For years now I’ve kind of hidden behind a username, 
keeping my virtual life and my analogue one separate, so now 
with this blog I’m beginning to mix the two and I must admit 
it is daunting. Unlike with the few other social networking 
sites I’m on, where I tend to stick to my circle of friends that I 
see on a regular basis here I’m opening myself up to others 
who I don’t know.” 

    Invisible audiences and clashing contexts (boyd 2010) 



    Publicly private – Privately public (Lange, 2007) 

“The only part of my digital identity that was a little daunting 
was taking the personal side of my online affairs and mixing that 
with the somewhat professional, educational side of it. When 
starting my wordpress blog I did feel a little exposed, because 
essentially I was starting to blog and express moods and feelings 
to people I don’t know, which of course is what I have done for 
years on street teams and forums, but somehow this felt very 
different this time, and I almost felt naked in a way, stripped of 
all masks and platforms to hide behind” 
 



    Performing online identity - ethics of assessment? 

        http://heloukee.wordpress.com/2011/09/04/tyranny-of-authenticity/ 

“I should start by saying I am a very private person, and on 
many occasions have been described as being anti-social, so 
this module I have found to be very difficult, it has been very 
un-natural sharing my thoughts and opinions so openly with 
the World Wide Web.” 



Networking with professionals 

“Over the past six months since I started using twitter regularly, 
I’ve come into contact with creative professionals from all over 
the country and beyond – so when I leave University I’ll be 
leaving with an in place network of contacts. 

Even with the ones who I follow but haven’t spoken to, I can find 
out about their jobs, who they talk to, the events/conferences 
they go to and so get a better perspective and what it takes to 
get a job like theirs” 
http://clarewells.wordpress.com/2013/04/30/arguing-for-the-positives-of-social-media/ 
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The learner voice 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E4eNJznrYKM&feature=youtu.be


Final Year Projects 

… and the importance of getting your work out there! 

 

James Thirkettle – HOW DO YOU LISTEN TO MUSIC? 
http://howdoyoulistentomusic.wordpress.com/ 

 

Rob Barstow – MODERN DIGITAL MEDIA 
http://robbarstow.wordpress.com/my-work/modern-digital-media/ 
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Mobile Creativity 

“Travelling on trains gives me 
time to shape ideas” 
@ugfl – 2nd Year student 
 
http://www.momomcr.org/event_speakers/mo
bile-education/ 
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# 



Flexibility, openness and designing for change 

 
 
Courses/Modules as hashtags 

 
 

#cck08 
#mscret 
#ds106 



Networked Creativity: 
International 

Collaborations 



ELVSS and iCollab 

 

Ultimate goal - develop new ways of seeing and 
learning through collaborative study of internet 
technologies and emerging forms of digital creativity, 
learning from one anothers’ disciplinary perspectives 
and cultures. 

 

 



	



iCollab11 
International 
Collaboration 



Don’t get hung up on perfection – enjoy creating! 

Making is Connecting (David Gauntlett, 2011) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JyRbTVwVsJ4


Opening up the 
processes of 

knowledge creation 



Crowdsourcing lecture notes - #iCollab11 

http://storify.com/heloukee/mscsm-week-6-convergence 



Opening up the classroom 

UG/PG: ex/current students: on/off campus 

Undergraduate student attending  

Postgraduate class  

 

 

 

Ex-student attending  

Postgraduate class  

 

 

 

Mobile learning: learners  

are mobile 

 

 

 


 



Crowdsourced bibliography 

A useful exercise in information literacy 



#mscsm social media tips - #iCollab11 

A quick (and rough) video, took 15 minutes to create 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ni-xNhit1EQ


Serendipity and opportunity 

Learner agency 



iCollab12 
International 
Collaboration 





	





Students sharing work 
via Twitter and the 
#iCollab hashtag 



http://janetdaington.co.uk/


• 9am in New Zealand 
• 11pm UK time 
• Midnight in Berlin/Barcelona 



iCollab13 (passing the baton) 

• http://icollab.wordpress.com/ 

• http://insomniainnovation.wordpress.com/ 

• http://preventplagiarism2013.tumblr.com/ 
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ELVSS 
Entertainment Lab for  

the Very Small Screen 



	



ELVSS – mobile creativity 

ELVSS11 (teaching exchange) 

ELVSS12 (24F24H + sustainability)  

ELVSS13 (24F24H + opera) 



#ELVSS12 - Entertainment Lab for the Very Small 

Screen 



http://elvss2012.wordpress.com/projects/


#ELVSS12 - Example student planning Google doc/dialogue 



#ELVSS12  
Example  

tutor docs 



#ELVSS12 
Student hangouts 



#ELVSS12 Tutor-student hangouts 





ELVSS13 
State of Being 

 
http://elvss2013.wordpress.com/ 
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Benefits of networked collaborations 

• Internationalisation at home 

• Hybrid approach – harnessing benefits of institution 
and networks 

• Not working in isolation – forming connections 

• Developing (trans)disciplinary awareness along with 
cultural and digital literacies 



Emerging 
Academic 
Practices 











 
Transformations in Practice and Pedagogy 
through Networked Creativity 

Living, breathing curriculum - LEARNING ECOSYSTEM 

These are personal tools, increasingly  
accessed on personal devices. Be open  
and encourage learners to bring their  
ideas/practices/networks on board! 
 
As network involvement increases,  
so does the likelihood of ad hoc  
opportunities. Invite  
suggestions from learners,  
encourage them to use  
THEIR networks 
 
Leave space in the course to allow for play,  
emergent curricula, serendipity and opportunity 
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Twitter feed 
@replies showing 
hashtags used by:  
#occupymovement 
#occupyToronto 
#occupySeattle 
#Seattle #solidarity 

Connecting through twitter and instagram 

PLN and Seattle locals, 15 Oct 2011 



Negotiated curriculum (19 Oct 2011) 

    Driven by learner interests  



Serendipity – Opportunity - 20 Oct 2011 



@cogdog skyping into class from U.S. 

Telling us about his Storybox project - 21 Oct 2011 

Storybox  
http://cogdogblog.com/

storybox/ 
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#mscsm watching on the small screen 

Fascinated - 21 Oct 2011 



Thanks @cogdog! 

Reactions from students on Twitter - 21 Oct 2011 



Mixed reactions, emotions 

NOTE lack of group 

hashtags for ‘publicly 

private’ comments 


